[image: image1.jpg]GPark





Press Release
Concerning the Liège Logistics site (Bierset)

VP Park, Belgium’s 1st secured truck parking area,
and Miam®, a new “healthy food” canteen concept
Grâce-Hollogne/Verviers, 20 May 2010 – Today, VP Group opened VP Park, Belgium’s first secured truck parking area, a multi-service complex aimed at the road transport industry, which also includes a Total service station, a shop and a totally innovative canteen called Miam®, which has taken up the challenge of serving fresh, healthy, organic produce at extremely competitive prices. VP Group’s total investment of €7 million has enabled it to hire 25 full-time employees straight away.

Known successively as Verviers Pneus followed by VP Pneus, VP Group, founded in the late 1970s by the late Alain Bruyneel, is today a leading road transport industry service provider with a turnover of more than €125 million, employing more than 300 staff at 58 service points. With the opening of VP Park, Belgium’s first secured truck parking area, the Group, which is still based in Verviers and still 100% Walloon-owned, has now added a fourth business to its traditional core businesses (tyres, truck and van concessions and service stations).

Maximum security for drivers, trucks and freight
The security of drivers and goods transported by truck is a genuine problem across Europe. It is estimated that freight totalling more than €350 million has been stolen from trucks in Belgium. In fact, the European Commission has decided to tackle these issues by promoting secured truck parking through the SETPOS programme.

VP Park is one of 5 parking areas selected by the Commission in this framework. Ideally located on 10 hectares of the Liège Logistics park in Grâce-Hollogne, at the heart of a major interchange and in one of the continent’s most renowned logistics regions, VP Park provides a degree of security probably never achieved before, with 1 km of 2.5 metre high electric fencing, 20 cameras operating around the clock, extremely secure access for drivers and pedestrians, a fluid collection pit in the event of leaks from ADR trucks, etc.
Miam®: an original healthy, natural and affordable restaurant concept
In addition to these strict security requirements, VP Park provides drivers with an unrivalled degree of convenience. In addition to the Total service station’s special truck pumps, there is a shop/sandwich shop complex and Miam®, a canteen in a league of its own.
Dreamed up by caterer Fabian Mossay from Battice, who heads up Ideal Cooking (which also has operations at Standard Liège, Spa Francorchamps and Harzé Castle), the Miam concept is primarily based on extremely fresh, natural produce without the use of preservatives, flavour enhancers, nitrites or colourings, all for an unbeatable price.

Available to any type of customer, this one-of-a-kind canteen (show cooking, open bar lounge, etc.) also benefits from the venue’s architecture and is housed in a glass cube with carefully-designed acoustics and insulation.

€7 million investment – 25 jobs
“This €7 million investment shows that VP Group intends to continue to grow its core business at the same time as looking out for new market opportunities,” explains André Gehlen, the managing director, who is delighted that the launch of VP Park has resulted in the hiring of 25 employees.
“This multi-service complex, which also includes a tyre fitting station run by Q-Team (jointly owned by VP Group), will see a second phase in 2011 with the construction of a building to house four truck concessions, all owned by our group.”
www.vpgroupe.be - www.vppark.be - www.idealcooking.be
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